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FOREWORD 

/7S one reads Mrs. Walker’s own account of the ori- 
I gin and growth of this Missionary Home, a deep 
„ 1 impression is received of the beautiful spirit that 

lay behind her efforts. With earnest thought and full ap¬ 
preciation of the responsibility involved, Mrs. Walker 
first, in 1868, offered to care for the two children of Mrs. 
Snow, of Micronesia, while the parents returned to the 
islands. From that first step there flowed streams of bene¬ 
diction upon the lives of missionaries through all its 
sixty years. She had her own family of children to care 
for, and felt, as fully as any one could feel, the burden 
and care and weight of responsibility involved in open¬ 
ing her home to these children of missionaries. She could 
see at once that her devotion was meeting one of the 
greatest personal needs of the missionaries of the Board. 
She put her whole life increasingly into this service until 
her death in 1906. The death of her parents and the in¬ 
heritance of the larger home brought the opportunity for 
mcreasing her family far beyond her earlier plans, and 
thus were started The Walker Missionary Homes. 
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The Walker House with 
its homelike facade 


'Hancock Street view of the Howard House (left ),T 
[ the Walker Cottage and a corner of Walker House y 
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Why Such a He 
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ome is ±y ecessary 



~f OR reasons of hostile climate, unsanitary con¬ 
ditions, and the lack of educational facilities 
in mission fields, the children of missionaries must 
be sent to America for their education, usually 
when not more than twelve years of age. 

The appropriation towards their educational ex¬ 
penses by the American Board is entirely inadequate to 
complete their education. 

Because missionaries engage for life service in a for¬ 
eign country for a compensation which is merely a living 
at the place where they are located, there is no margin 
for extras or for making provision for disablement and 
old age. 

The strain of the work and debilitating climate 
cause many to break in health and give up before they 
reach the retiring age of seventy. 

The disabled and retired men and women are in no 
condition to take positions in this country which will 
afford them support. They must be^rovided for. 

The American Board has today^in active service in 
its various mission fields some s*x- hundred and fifty men 
and women who represent the Congregational churches 
of America as they give themselves to the extension of 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ among the nations. They 
are from among the best-educated and choicest men and 
women the churches produce. 
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I The oldest of the buildings re¬ 
cently thoroughly reconditioned 
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The Board makes provision for retired families at 
the annual rate of $1,500; $900 for a single woman, $800 
for a single man?'This will not suffice for a comfortable 
or adequate support, unless supplemented by provisions 
for housing and medical care. 

It is evident that special provision must be made for 
these worthy men and women who counted not upon 
their future, when they gave themselves to the cause, in 
confidence that the loyalty and humanity of those whom 
they have represented in the foreign field would not 
desert them when they were unable to continue in the 
work. 
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Hume House (left). Here Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert A. Hume, the first occupants, spent 
three happy years prior to Dr. Hume s 
death, after fifty years of notable service 
in India 


Harding 

West 


Dr. Hume 


Presents Provisions 

FotT Missionaries and TJieir~> Childrens 

Through the faith, persistence and devotion of Mrs. 
Walker and her friends and supporters, and those who 
have carried on the work since Mrs. Walker retired some 
thirty years ago, the American Board has during the past 
sixty or more years built up this home for missionaries 
and their children in Auburndale, Massachusetts. 

This became The Walker Home for Missionaries’ 
Children, where for more than half a century they have 
been housed and cared for while being educated in the 
Newton public schools up to college entrance. 
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The Grove Street corner of the Walker 
House , ivith Superintendent LeRoy 


The Lodge, 

: scribed elsewhere 


/ NTO this Home are gathered missionaries from 
Africa , China , Japan , India , Turkey and the 
Islands of the Pacific who are on furlough with 


■ y/> families; also children whose paren 
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The Harding duplex apartments for 
tivo families , completed in 1926. 
A tennis court and play grounds beyond 


ns Home are gathered missionaries from 1 pnerr : j mi lies; also children whose parents are on 

China , Japan , India , Turkey and tht m pf* mission fields , and single missionaries on fur- 

the Pacific who are on furlough wit V ' A veritable refuge and resting place for all. 
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Walker 

Cottage 



f A home for those who have retired from active foreign | 

I work and for others who need special quiet, rest j 
J and diet to prepare them for another term of service Jl 


TheJ Deht-^’ We OweJ 

Hitherto adequate provision has not been made for 
permanent residents who have reached their threescore 
years and ten, or who have exhausted their strength in 
the service of the Board and the Church. 

To these we owe a debt which can be paid only by 
making provision for them in their declining years. 
Many business concerns and colleges and churches pro¬ 
vide for their loyal employees after a life of service. Can 
the Church be less humane and generous toward its 
missionaries who, not counting their lives dear unto 
themselves, have returned to end their days in quietness 
and peace in the homeland from which for a generation 
they have been voluntary exiles? It is for these we speak. 


E10 3 








sions. The Trustees appoint a Board of Managers of 
women, some of them being Trustees, to whom are com¬ 
mitted the internal affairs of the Home. 

To these boards has been assigned the task of pro¬ 
viding homes: 

1. For the minor children of missionaries. 

2. For missionaries when on furlough. 

3. For missionaries detained at home for special 
treatment and care. 

4 . For missionaries who have completed their 
life service in the field. 

None of these are able to pay all of the costs which 
this service demands. The costs will increase as old age 
and invalidism creep on some of them. This Home is not 
a charity, it is but a part payment to those who gave themselves 
for a service financially unrequited , trusting that in their time 
of need they would not be forgotten. 
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Living Room 
Walker Cottage 










Increased Endo 
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I Erected and furnished in 1927 hy Mrs . 

Granby A. Bridges and Miss Ethel L. 

Howard , as a memorial to their mother 

Presents Plants and Requirements 

The present grounds of the Home include nearly four 
acres of land, located in Auburndale, a beautiful suburb 
of Boston. The plant consists of a large brick building, 
a three-story wooden building, a two-family apartment, 
and three individual cottages, all fully furnished. The 
painting and repairs on these buildings, repair and re¬ 
placement of furniture and equipment and general care of 
the property, including supervision, cost approximately 
$8,000 per year, toward which there may be received, if 
all houses are occupied, $2,000 in rental. This leaves a net 
annual expense or deficit on this account of about $6,000. 

The cost of maintaining the housekeeping estab¬ 
lishments, which provide for from fifty to sixty people, 
amounts annually to approximately $15,000, toward 
which the missionaries pay $8,000, leaving a balance of 
$7,000 to be provided by the Trustees and Managers. 
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Increased Endowments Needed 


The Trustees now hold invested endowments that 
yield $5,600 per year. The difference between this amount 
and the total expense has to be met by special grants from 
the American Board and an annual solicitation of gifts. 
In order to meet these expenses, and also to provide for 
the reduction of the charges to the missionaries, particu¬ 
larly in the case of the rental of the apartments and 
houses, the endowment income should be increased by 
at least an additional $7,500, which would necessitate 
an additional capital fund of $150,000. This is the great 
need of the Homes at this time. The Trustees and Board 
of Managers are, therefore, appealing for gifts toward 
an increased endowment. 

The Trustees will be very glad to receive endow¬ 
ment funds as a memorial, to carry the name of the donor, 
a friend, or some honored missionary. While the Trustees 
find it advisable to group the investment of the funds, 
the name of the fund may be kept separate when so 
desired. 

The Trustees would also urge upon friends of the 
Homes the possibility of making provision for them in 
their wills. The proper form of bequest would be: 


“I hereby give and bequeath to the Walker 
Missionary Homes, Inc., incorporated under the 
Laws of Massachusetts in 1929, the sum of 
$ to be expended for the appropriate 

objects of the Corporation.” 


The Treasurer of the Trustees would be glad to cor¬ 
respond with any who desire to plan an annuity gift, 
under which the Homes would be the beneficiary. 
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A usual family scene in the living 
room of Walker House , where all 


are at home , and to many it is the 
only home they know in America 


Kiddies on the 
playgrounds 


The commodious playroom in 
constant use throughout the 
year. The music room in the 
distance 
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Hume House has 

Harding House \ 
ing East with seven rc 
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All these houses 

Upon the groun< 
ample playgrounds. 


A winter scene ivith Walker Cottage and House 


“The Walker Home for Missionaries’ Children,” of 
which The Walker Missionary Homes, Inc., is the legal 
successor, has had a large and honored circle of friends 
who, we are sure, will still stand by as this work of serv¬ 
ice expands, and we are confident that many new friends 
also, as they learn of the need and opportunity to min¬ 
ister to these missionaries, will give their substantial 









JLJie -Duildings 

The Walker House, for families and children 
capacity for thirty-five. 

The Walker —G ottago, with capacity for •& 
adults. 


Hume House has seven rooms fully furnished 

Harding House with two duplex apartments, 
ing East with seven rooms, and Harding West, six r 
are fully furnished. 


Howard House, with six rooms fully furnished. 

All these houses are equipped for housekeeping. 

Upon the grounds is an excellent tennis court with 
ample playgrounds. 
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Colonial entrance to 
Howard House 









